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[bookmark: _uryuzeguiqvy]Discipline
Education
[bookmark: _ulpo766yvln1]Target Audience
Intermediate, majors and non-majors
[bookmark: _lqoqk9bbf6x8]Keywords
Disabilities, eligibility, evaluating data, evidence-based practices, exceptionalities, specific learning needs
[bookmark: _z303f3j43dqf]Length of Time/Staging
Designed for each part of the problem to be done with at least one week in between to allow individual research along with whole class discussions and mini lectures; follow-up assessments using information gathered done after three parts completed
[bookmark: _pxjzbthui131]Abstract
Teacher candidates work in small groups for these assignments. Each group is assigned an initial student scenario. Slightly different information is then added to each student scenario for remaining parts of the PBL. This provides teacher candidates the opportunity to collaborate as they analyze and evaluate data and information. Groups make eligibility decisions and create individualized education programs based on student learning needs.
[bookmark: _n0mkkx2gwziy]Date Submitted
7/2/2014
[bookmark: _f6yc0352m99]Date Published
2/5/2015
[bookmark: _1umnobtgalmq]Format of Delivery
The problem is broken into three parts requiring one class period for each and at least one week for follow-up individual research time in between each part. Assessments are completed related to information gathered by each group. 
[bookmark: _n3y8nwy61v6l]Student Learning Objectives
[bookmark: _m79e791op814]Guiding Issue/Question: 
Do teacher candidates demonstrate the knowledge and skills related to referring, evaluating, making eligibility decisions, and creating individualized education programs based on specific learning needs?
[bookmark: _ji42jmlngm9v]
Objectives:
1. Work collaboratively with other candidates to problem-solve and make decisions
2. Analyze and evaluate data and information to determine student strengths and needs
3. Use state and federal criteria to make eligibility decisions based on information and data
4. Develop individualized goals for students
5. Identify implications for the student and family
6. Identify evidence-based practices to use to meet identified student needs

[bookmark: _3lm7j3qzpj1a]Student Resources
I only provide three specific sites for students to use:
1. our state's education site
2. IDEA: Building the Legacy 
3. Council for Exceptional Children 
I expect students to research, analyze, and determine other sites that provide information for these assignments.
[bookmark: _hs7x6ysp5fzt]Author's Teaching Notes
[bookmark: _ozmox8faafqk]Part 1.
[bookmark: _w21bnbuoo1fs]In-Class Prompt and Assignments:
1. Group discussion of Student Scenarios Part 1 and individual recording on PBL Information forms
[bookmark: _u83r86lpdfnt]Focus Questions:
1. What educational concerns does the teacher have for this student?
2. What questions would you ask the classroom teacher in order to gain more information about the student? Why?
3. Who else might provide you with more information about this student? Why?
[bookmark: _l63sv4f51qoa]Individual Follow-Up Assignments:
Review the Eligibility Criteria and the Standards for Evaluation and Eligibility Determination for your state and list in your PBL Information form the categories in which this student might be eligible? Provide evidence from the documents as to why you chose the categories.  Research online further support for your choice and provide that information. Be prepared to discuss with your group members.
[bookmark: _o3akqn60bqaj]
[bookmark: _4xb58yw9wp54]Part 2.
[bookmark: _wsv1lebr46hj]In-Class Prompt and Assignments:
1. Group discussions and peer review of individual research information.
2. Class discussions of similarities between characteristics/criteria of categories
3. Group discussion and research and individual recording on PBL Information forms of Student Scenarios Part 2.
[bookmark: _zfcwcon80hzo]Focus Questions:
1. With the added information, which category does your group now feel that your student meets eligibility criteria?
2. What assessments do you feel might provide more information to help determine eligibility?
3. What are the implications for the student and family?
[bookmark: _bgv8o87d0f1d]Individual Follow-Up Assignments:
Research the possible causes, prevention, and prevalence for the category identified by your group. Provide evidence and log in your PBL Information form.  Be prepared to discuss with your group members.
[bookmark: _ch7fht6gl7ju]
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[bookmark: _v4l5qriufgh9]Part 3.
[bookmark: _kbwnlgh6bgiv]In-Class Prompt and Assignments:
1. Group discussions and peer review of individual research information.
2. Group discussion and research and individual recording on PBL Information forms of Student Scenarios Part 3.
[bookmark: _b41ju6lh1y5m]Focus Questions:
1. What strengths and needs have been identified?
2. What additional information is needed to write the different parts of the IEP for this student?
3. What evidence-based interventions/strategies would you suggest be used for this student?
[bookmark: _3d7ytdbfswc9]Individual Follow-Up Assignments:
Research evidence-based practices identified by your group.  Provide support for these practices and log in your PBL Information form.  Be prepared to discuss with your group members.
[bookmark: _2fpna54vyx5e]Assessment Strategies
Daily formative assessment is done as I facilitate the group discussions and ensure candidates have brought in individual research and are actively participating in group discussions/decisions and have completed their PBL information forms. 
Online individual activities are also connected to the questions for each part as this is taught as a hybrid course. 
The following summative assessments are done after all three parts of the PBL are completed:
1. Individual Research Paper: Identified Student Exceptionality
2. Group Presentation: Identified Exceptionality
3. Multiple-Choice and Constructive Response Final Exam Questions
[bookmark: _skyobqqzj3lg]Solution Notes
I leave this open to information students provide and support they can make for their choices.
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