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In 1988, Congress passed the National Film Preservation Act. The primary purpose of this act was to mandate that the Library of Congress implement a plan for protecting American film. As part of that plan, the Library of Congress created the National Film Registry, a list of films deemed by film scholars, film historians, filmmakers, and the average film viewer as important to American culture and history. The National Film Preservation Act gives the Librarian of Congress permission to honor certain films with the same status as national landmarks. The Librarian of Congress, James H. Billington, is authorized by Congress to select 25 films each year for inclusion in the film registry. Librarian Billington consults with film scholars and historians, directors, actors, and the 40 member National Film Preservation Board. The act also requires that the Librarian of Congress accept nominations from private citizens. For listing in the National Registry, a film must be at least ten years old and be "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant."
You will use all of your critical skills and everything you've learned about film analysis to nominate a film for the National Film Registry. Your nomination should be five to six pages long, include the use of two scholarly sources, and must explicitly meet the requirements outlined by the Library of Congress (http://lcweb.loc.gov/film/filmnfr.html). This should help you determine a focus for your nomination. You need to focus on a film's cultural, historical, or aesthetic significance. In other words, what makes a film worthy of recognition by our government and by our country's leading film experts? Because this project is an evaluation of a film, it is certainly important that you first establish some standards for judgment. If you intend to focus on a film's cultural importance, then you need to decide what specifics would make a film culturally essential. When you have finished writing your nomination, you will revise a graded draft and submit your essay to the Librarian of Congress.

Images courtesy of the Internet Movie Database.
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