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[bookmark: _uryuzeguiqvy]Discipline
Sociology
[bookmark: _ulpo766yvln1]Target Audience
Introductory, can vary depending on class
[bookmark: _lqoqk9bbf6x8]Keywords
Critical thinking, deviance, sociological theory, legalization, norms, stigma
[bookmark: _z303f3j43dqf]Length of Time/Staging
Staged problem over several class meetings
[bookmark: _pxjzbthui131]Abstract
There is a major crisis in the Force, and your students have now been called into active duty to serve as interns in the World-Wide Legislation. As interns, their job will be to work with their group and select a topic not covered in class and compile a set of documents, which will be used to help the Commander understand the various aspects of the selected topic. The Commander is the moderator of the International Fellowship of Moral, Legal, and Ethical Codes and needs to decide whether or not to legalize prostitution (or the topic that the group is assigned to). The Annafters challenge that prostitution (or the topic that the group is assigned to) is leading the Force into the dark side and therefore must be destroyed. The Annafters also feel that anyone who engages in such activities must be expelled from society and sent to the Land of Nothingness. The Prefegators, on the other hand, feel that prostitution (or the topic that the group is assigned to) is a necessary means for society to explore individuality as well as allowing individuals to earn a living. The Prefegators argue that expelling these individuals would disturb the balance of the Force and therefore lead the Force into a doomed state. The groups must perform a series of activities throughout the semester culminating in a presentation, outline, and a formal written report to the Commander on the selected topic.
[bookmark: _n0mkkx2gwziy]Date Submitted
6/10/2002
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11/10/2002
[bookmark: _n3y8nwy61v6l]Student Learning Objectives
	In working through this PBL activity, students will
1. Formulate a well-rounded discussion on a subject.
2. Look at a topic and understand the historical context and how it has changed throughout time and how it may evolve and change once again.
3. Relate the topic with a theory or theories.
4. Collaborate with others on tasks that have time restrictions.
5. Present a cohesive paper/presentation.
6. Enjoy the learning process.


[bookmark: _3lm7j3qzpj1a]Student Resources
In this project, part of the task is for the student to look for the resources. You can guide the student to web sites and library resources, but part of the task is to look at the sources that the students are finding and help them distinguish which are the best. In the writing phase, a resource is the University Writing Center as well as information on plagiarism and writing skills.
[bookmark: _ryscifhiv2w9]Author's Teaching Notes
This problem has been used successfully in a number of Sociology of Deviance classes. Depending on the size of the class and the composition of the student population, some adjustments can be made to the assignments and the amount of work due within the class and outside of class. In general, the optimal group size for this project is four students, since each student will have ample written work and the presentation design is best suited for this number. Generally, in a class that meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday, it is best that the PBL work is designated for Fridays, since this allows students to integrate the book learning with the group work. Also, when giving task assignments and corrections, this can be done via the class web page earlier in the week. In a Tuesday and Thursday class, it tends to be better to schedule group meetings every third class, since this allows more time between meetings for work to be completed. This problem has been used successfully in both Introduction to Sociology and Sociology of Deviance, since it allows the students the opportunity to explore a topic that is not covered fully in the book.
[bookmark: _kdzfis7wxkpk]Starting the Assignment:
Prior to giving out the assignment, ask the students to select a number of topics related to the subject matter at hand. For example, with the subject of deviance, the students do a brainstorming session and come up with a number of topics such as homosexuality, cults, body modification, serial killing, interracial marriages, etc. This allows the students to have an active role in what they want to study and therefore they tend to perform better in the end. During the same class, ask the students to write down their top five choices that they would wish to research during this semester-long project. In general, most students are able to get their first or second choice. The following week, group assignments are designated; this is a crucial aspect that needs to be clearly explained, since this sets the tone for the entire project.
[bookmark: _9kx9bfnrhuas]Setting the Ground Rules:
The first group meeting is crucial in setting the tone for the project for the semester. Even though most students want the entire project all at once, it is important to have them follow a series of steps and have distinct deadlines, so work is completed in a timely fashion. Briefly explain to the students that the group project is worth 20% of the overall grade and is divided into four equally important parts: the group work in class (which is judged by class group evaluations, in-group evaluation and teacher evaluation), the presentation, an outline and exam questions, and a two to five page paper stating the response to the Commander's' request. In the early stage of the project, it is best to give a basic, overall description rather than a detailed one. It has proven most successful to make the students fill out an group evaluation during each group presentation as well as have a separate exam that tests the students on information from each presentation (each outline is posted to the web site and each group is responsible for making five multiple choice questions).
During the first group meeting, instruct the students to come up with a set of ground rules that they wish for the group to follow during the semester. Since the project has a substantial amount of outside work, writing and a final group presentation, it is imperative that the entire group work cohesively, since it is impossible for one member to successfully complete this project. Stress the importance of these rules since the group is governing themselves and without the rules, there is nothing the teacher can do. The members of the group must agree upon all rules! The students write the rules down as if they are a contract and print and sign their name to the rules. Some rules that have been given in the past have been "if the student fails to attend two meetings, there will be a 10 point deduction from the final grade." Student feedback has been quite positive about having the rules, even though at first they also seem a bit skeptical. By stressing the importance of these rules, it also stresses that teamwork is a must and slacking will not be tolerated. In order to reiterate the importance of the group work and rules, each semester the individual groups have a group web page where I post the rules, the new assignments and any feedback from assignments handed in. This allows each member access as well as the entire class access to see how the class in general is performing on certain parts of the assignments. At that point, each group is directed to their group's web page with part 1 of the problem description.
[bookmark: _5mjx3mrgwt60]Part 1.
During the class period, make sure the students have resources that are from academic sources and allow them to focus their project into the area that they wish to explore more fully. Explain to them that the presentation is only 15 minutes long, and they have to narrow down their research area while being inclusive enough to cover the selected topic in an informative manner. On Monday of the following week, post the new assignment on each of the groups web sites.
[bookmark: _uy84l42wy3rq]Part 2.
During this class, assign group presentation dates (three per class).
[bookmark: _1pjf7daocto6]Part 3.
A response to the outline is very important, since it gives the students feedback and shows them what they are lacking for the final outline. By putting it on the web, knowledge sharing takes place as well as accountability.
After each group has handed in the outlines, there will be two weeks left before the first group presentations. At each group meeting up until the presentation, the members can meet to discuss the group presentation, the outlines, the multiple choice questions or any other problems or concerns. It has helped to give examples of successful group presentations such as videos, storybooks, talk shows and PowerPoint presentation. It is usually best to explain that the presentation should be both informative as well as interesting and enjoyable for the rest of the class. Make sure that each group has a concrete idea about what they wish to do for the presentation. Also, stress the importance of the first groups' successful presentation since this sets the tone of the rest of the presentations. Remind each group that the day of the presentation they need to hand in the 2-5 page paper, the outline, the five multiple choice questions and answers, a floppy a:// with all work saved and their individual group evaluations. It is important to get the disk since the outlines will be posted to the web and the students will be tested on the material presented. If all members do not hand in the evaluations, no grade will be given (this tends to spur on students).
[bookmark: _sa9dpys6sts3]Part 4.
[bookmark: _cli5n0q4xref]The Day of the Presentation
Each group has no less than 10 minutes and no more than 15 minutes for their group presentation (that includes setup time). At 15 minutes, the presentation will be stopped—no questions asked! During the presentation, the rest of the class will take notes and fill in the evaluation. Allow five to 10 minutes at the end of the class for any questions or responses from the class.
[bookmark: _lzedcspgykhl]Part 5.
[bookmark: _4swqk4m73z9]Evaluation of the Groups
After each group has completed the presentation and you have collected the group evaluations (which are posted on the web to be printed out), have the groups meet for one last time. Hand out the graded paper, the evaluations that each class member has completed, and allow each group time to review their presentation grade, paper grade and evaluations. Then have each person write which group they thought was the best (they cannot vote for their own group). The group that has the most votes gets extra points and I usually take them out for pizza (or make your own incentive)! This is a good way of giving added recognition for excellent work. Also, this is a good time to review any questions about the exam and the group outlines (Let the groups answer the questions—they are the experts on the subject now.)
[bookmark: _gqwcyojkdsap]Part 6.
[bookmark: _3mq164u6r5gw]The Exam
Take each of the multiple choice questions that the groups provided and prepare a multiple-choice exam. Usually, it is worth half a standard exam (it varies depending on what is covered etc.). In the past, I have done the group projects both with and without an exam and it is much more successful with an exam at the end, since the students are more actively involved in the learning process. Also, the material covered tends to have more importance.
[bookmark: _2fpna54vyx5e]Assessment Strategies
After each group has completed the presentation and you have collected the group evaluations (which are posted on the web to be printed out), have the groups meet for one last time. Hand out the graded paper, the evaluations that each class member has completed and allow each group time to review their presentation grade, paper grade and evaluations. Then have each person write which group they thought was the best (they cannot vote for their own group). The group that has the most votes gets extra points and I usually take them out for pizza (or make your own incentive)! This is a good way of giving added recognition for excellent work. Also, this is a good time to review any questions about the exam and the group outlines (Let the groups answer the questions— they are the experts on the subject now). 




[bookmark: _owwauv4kof6m]EVALUATION: GROUP EVALUATIONS 

PRESENTATION: _________________________________ (Group Name) 
On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being the best, please rank the following questions) 

1. How well did the group work together? 
2. Was the presentation informative? 
3. Interesting? 
4. Pertinent to the topic and subject manner? 
5. Did they follow a clear pattern and explain the subject manner? 
6. Overall, what grade would you give this group? ___________

Short Responses: 

1. In general, what, if anything, could have been done to improve this group's presentation? 
2. What did you like the most about the presentation? 
3. What did you like the least about the presentation? 
4. How do you think this group ranks with all the other groups? Why? 
5. Other comments or suggestions? 


[bookmark: _8fk8db5wc24u]INDIVIDUAL GROUP EVALUATIONS 

[bookmark: _cl3vsebon6tg]Evaluation Form for Group Projects 

Please fill out this evaluation form in an honest and truthful manner. Please evaluate your performance first and then each member of your group. At the bottom, please evaluate the group project in general. This will help me evaluate whether to continue to use this group project in future classes. Thanks. 

Group Name ___________________________ 

General questions for the project: 
1. Overall, how well do you think your group did in comparison to the other groups? (read answers carefully) 

a. better than the rest b. equal to the rest c. not as good as the rest d. the worst e. the best group 

2. With regards to the presentation, how well do you think your group did in comparison to the other groups? (read answers carefully) 

a. better than the rest b. equal to the rest c. not as good as the rest d. the worst e. the best group 

3. With regards to the handout, how well do you think your group did in comparison to the other groups? (read answers carefully) 

a. better than the rest b. equal to the rest c. not as good as the rest d. the worst e. the best group 

4. How well did you work as a group (in general)? 

a. Extremely well b. well (we had some problems but we worked them out) c. average d. worse than average 

5. How well did you work as a group (in class)? 

a. Extremely well b. well (we had some problems but we worked them out) c. average d. worse than average 

6. How well did you work as a group (with regards to the writing of the paper)? 

a. Extremely well b. well (we had some problems but we worked them out) c. average d. worse than average 

7. How well did you work as a group (with regards to preparation for the presentation)? 

a. Extremely well b. well (we had some problems but we worked them out) c. average d. worse than average 

8. Was there any one or two members that you feel did more than the rest of the group? If yes, who? 
_____________________ 
9. Was there any one member/ two that you feel did less than the rest of the group? If yes, who? _____________________ 
10. If you had to do another group project, would you be willing to work with this group again? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _28hwcvr2dk6m]Individual Evaluations: 

Evaluate your own group participation 
___________________________ (your name) 

Rank from 1 to 10 (10 being the best) 

1. Overall performance of this person. Rank ________ 
2. Attendance in class. Rank ________ 
3. Attendance for out of class activities. Rank ________ 
4. Attitude toward the group work. Rank ________ 
5. Completed all assignments. Rank ________ 
6. Participated in the writing of the paper. Rank ________ 
7. Participated in the presentation. Rank ________ 
8. Participated in the research process. Rank ________ 
9. Would you be willing to work with this person again? Yes_______ No_______ 
Why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
10. Any other problems/concerns you have with regards to this person (please write both positive and negative issues)? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


Name _______________________________ 

Rank from 1 to 10 (10 being the best) 

1. Overall performance of this person. Rank ________ 
2. Attendance in class Rank ________ 
3. Attendance for out of class activities Rank ________ 
4. Attitude toward the group work Rank ________ 
5. Completed all assignments Rank ________ 
6. Participated in the writing of the paper Rank ________ 
7. Participated in the presentation Rank ________ 
8. Participated in the research process Rank ________ 
9. Would you be willing to work with this person again Yes_______ No_______ 
why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
10. Any other problems/concerns you have with regards to this person (please write both positive and negative issues)? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


Name _______________________________ 

Rank from 1 to 10 (10 being the best) 

1. Overall performance of this person. Rank ________ 
2. Attendance in class Rank ________ 
3. Attendance for out of class activities Rank ________ 
4. Attitude toward the group work Rank ________ 
5. Completed all assignments Rank ________ 
6. Participated in the writing of the paper Rank ________ 
7. Participated in the presentation Rank ________ 
8. Participated in the research process Rank ________ 
9. Would you be willing to work with this person again Yes_______ NO_______ 
why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
10. Any other problems/ concerns you have with regards to this person
(please write both positive and negative issues) 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


Name _______________________________ 

Rank from 1 to 10 (10 being the best) 

1. Overall performance of this person. Rank ________ 
2. Attendance in class Rank ________ 
3. Attendance for out of class activities Rank ________ 
4. Attitude toward the group work Rank ________ 
5. Completed all assignments Rank ________ 
6. Participated in the writing of the paper Rank ________ 
7. Participated in the presentation Rank ________ 
8. Participated in the research process Rank ________ 
9. Would you be willing to work with this person again Yes_______ No_______ 
Why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
10. Any other problems/concerns you have with regards to this person
(please write both positive and negative issues). 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _9fmwxeb2m0g]Group Project Evaluation
(This will not be taken into account for your group grade—this is just to help evaluate the group project and help for future classes.) 

1. Did you enjoy doing the group project? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. Did you feel this was better than having nine different lectures on the topics? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. Did you have enough time to complete the project and prepare for the presentation? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. What did you like the most about the assignment? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5. What did you like the least? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
6. If you could change the assignment, what would you do? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
7. Any further suggestions? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Thanks for your time!
[bookmark: _z8zw9uvcl0pf]Sample Student Outlines and Papers
[bookmark: _dfcdy8ivn8ad]Drugs
I. General History of Drugs
A. Narcotics have been around since about 4000 B.C.
B. The active substances in drugs weren't extracted until the 19th century.
C. They were available in patent medicines and sold by traveling tinkers, in drugstores, or by mail.
D. Problems of drug addiction were recognized slowly.
1. In 1875, the first actions against drugs were taken.
a. These actions included closing down opium dens in San Francisco.
2. By 1906, the first food and drug law was made: the Pure Food and Drug Act stated that it was required to accurately label patent medicines that included opium and other drugs.
3. The Harrison Narcotic Act of 1914 forbade the sale of substantial doses of opiates or cocaine except by licensed doctors and pharmacies:
a. Heroin was completely banned later.
E. By 1970, over 55 federal drug laws were passed.
II. History of Marijuana
A. In India, marijuana was first used as an intoxicant around 1000 B.C.
B. Marijuana spread from India to parts of Asia and the Middle East to Africa and South America.
C. There are many different ideas about how the drug reached the U.S.
1. Some say the Spaniards brought the plant with them in the 16th century. Others say it came with the slave trade or Asian Indian migration of the late 18th century.
III. History of Cocaine
A. Cocaine is derived from the coca plant which is native in South America.
B. Crack cocaine is the most popularly used version of cocaine today.
C. Cocaine was first synthesized in 1855.
D. In 1886 it was the main ingredient of a new soft drink, Coca Cola, made by John Pemberton.
IV. History of Heroin
A. Heroin us an opium derivative.
B. Germans invented heroin in 1874 and was imported from Germany to the U.S.
C. Heroin was sold legally in the U.S. until the 1920s, when it was added to the Dangerous Drug Act.
V. History of Ecstasy
A. Known as MDMA and was patented in 1913 by the German company Merck.
B. The period between 1977 and 1985 was known as the "Golden Age" of Ecstasy.
C. It was still legal until 1984 and widely being used by students.
VI. Biological Debate
A. Marijuana
1. Negative attributes
a. impairments of attention, learning, and memory
b. impairs driving ability (and operation of heavy machinery)
c. long-term use increases risk of lung cancer
d. mildly addictive
2. Positive attributes
a. sometimes used medically to relieve pain or nausea
b. used to treat glaucoma 
B. Cocaine/Crack
1. Negative attributes
a. mood changes - irritable, despondent
b. produces sudden elevation of sympathetic nervous system
c. increase in heart rate and respiration
d. increase in blood pressure
e. possibility of hallucinations-  "cocaine psychosis"
f. crack cocaine - intensifies effect of cocaine
g. also damaging to lungs
h. highly addictive
2. Positive attributes
a. can be used as a local anesthetic
b. also used to lessen pain of nose and throat surgeries
c. typically, not used in medical practice
d. better drugs have been developed for same purpose (Xylocaine)
C. Heroin
1. Negative attributes
a. intense "euphoria" followed by state of drowsiness
b. can cause nausea and vomiting
c. caused release of histamines in body - itching and reddening of eyes
d. depression of breathing, blood pressure, and GI tract
e. EXTREMELY habit forming
2. Positive attributes
a. relief of pain
b. BUT, heroin, unlike other narcotic drugs, is not used medicinally
D. Ecstasy (MDMA)
1. Negative attributes
a. hallucinogenic similar to LSD at high doses
b. derivative of methamphetamine (stimulant)
c. can cause severe hyperthermia and heatstroke
d. long-term destruction of serotonin activity
2. Positive attributes
a. NONE
VII. Statistics and Trends Involving Marijuana
A. Overall use among eighth, 10th, and 12th graders
1. Increased to 40% in 2001
B. Perceived Risk Trends
1. 58-71% see a risk in marijuana use
C. Disapproval Trends
1. 80% disapprove of regular marijuana use
D. Availability Trends
1. 90% of 12th graders say it is “fairly easy” to get
VIII. Statistics and Trends Involving Cocaine/Crack
A. Overall use among eighth, 10th, and 12th graders
1. 2% of 12th graders used crack in last 12 months
B. Perceived Risk Trends
1. 50% see a “great risk” in using crack once or twice
C. Disapproval Trends
1. 85% disapprove in using
D. Availability Trends
1. 25-40% claim it is “fairly easy” to get
IX. Statistics and Trends Involving Heroin
A. Overall use among eighth, 10th, and 12th graders
1. 1% of 12th graders had used heroin in last 12 months
B. Perceived Risk Trends
1. 65% see a “great risk” in using heroin
C. Disapproval Trends
1. 90% disapprove of regular use of heroin
D. Availability Trends
1. 20-30% say it’s “fairly easy” to get
X. Statistics and Trends Involving Ecstasy (MDMA)
A. Overall use among eighth, 10th, and 12th graders
1. Increased from 2% to 9% in less than 10 years
B. Perceived Risk Trends
1. 50% see a “great risk” in using ecstasy once or twice
C. Disapproval Trends
1. 82% disapprove of regular use of ecstasy
D. Availability Trends
1. 60% say that it is “fairly easy” to get
XI. Moral issues with drugs in general.
A. The moral issue against drugs in the US was summed up in the 1988 White House anti-drug policy “zero tolerance,” which includes among its tenants that “individual freedom does not include the right to self and societal destruction.”
1. Reasons for anti-drug legislation:
a. Lost productivity in all levels of society from those on drugs,
b. Urban areas slipping into gang and street violence,
c. Predatory street crime by those needing funds for drugs,
d. Overcrowded jails holding drug using offenders and pushing others back out into society.
2. Reasons for legalization
a. Government not interfering in the home or a person’s body,
b. Police and government corruption among those charged with drug policy enforcement,
c. In support of personal choices,
d. The use of drugs in religious ceremonies or in medicine.
XII. Marijuana
A. Common user problems
1. Withdrawal, depression, fatigue, carelessness with grooming, hostility, deteriorating relationships with family members and friends, changes in academic performance, increased absenteeism or truancy, lost interest in sports or hobbies, and amotivational syndrome among users.
B. On the positive side, marijuana can:
1. Be a medicine for restoring appetite, offsetting nausea and decreasing suffering of those severely ill.
2. The casual user can enjoy pot over the weekend and still make a valuable contribution to society
XIII. Crack/Cocaine
A. Permeates all levels of society
B. As the highs wane from these drugs, the users begin to feel morose and depressed, needing another hit.
C. A steady increase in the annual number of cocaine-induced deaths in the US, from only 53 in 1976 to almost 1000 a decade later.
D. Those who would seek to legalize the use of crack point to the corruption it causes, the inability of law enforcement to win the war on drugs, and the ability of most users to not resort to street violence.
XIV. Heroin
A. Ball & Nurco (1983) found that there were high rates of criminality among users during their addiction, and significantly lower rates during times of non-addiction.
B. It causes a number of societal ills, including but not limited to gang violence.
C. The cases of youth use of heroin have been declining steadily, but most researchers attribute this to a rise in use of other drugs among the young.
XV. Ecstasy
A. Use prevention groups are worried about the actions of young people on drugs and  the possible short and long-term damage they may be doing to themselves, including overdosing.
B. It is an addictive drug with severe withdrawal side effects that can cause stress, anxiety, and general depression in youthful users.
C. 

[bookmark: _10n5gw50w1jk]Prostitution
WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?
One of the oldest institutions in the world is prostitution. As old as the profession is, so is the controversy surrounding it. Reasons why prostitution is subject to criminal law is because of the view that it is “immoral” This leads most to question whether the government should be the judge of what is considered moral. For a crime to be considered such there must be a victim; who is the victim in prostitution? The state claims that it is the victim, because it does not receive taxes from the income of the prostitute. The prevalence of prostitution has increased throughout history during times of economic and social change, for example, when small towns in medieval France grew into cities, and when feudalism turned into capitalism. Prostitution has always existed, and still does today.
Throughout Italy’s history, views on prostitution have experienced waves of approval and disapproval depending on societal beliefs and religion. The Romans saw prostitution in Italy during the 15th century as a positive way for young boys to let out their sexuality (Gibson 25). In the 17th and 18th centuries,Christianity played a significant role in the Italians’ daily lives; prostitution was seen as an evil sin and many prostitutes were sentenced to death. By the 1800s, Christianity was still the dominant belief, but prostitution became legal for women who registered with the police (Gibson 56). These women were required to go to bi-weekly health examinations and treatment for sexually transmitted diseases. A curfew was set to limit their movement around the city, and anyone who worked outside of a brothel and was without legal registration was arrested (Gibson 57). Italians felt that prostitution was immoral and threatened middle class values, but at the same time preserved social equilibrium. Prostitutes were seen as deviants, but not criminals (Gibson 61).
The Cavour Law of 1850 stated that prostitution was a necessary evil. Men, especially single soldiers and sailors needed to express their passions and prostitution provided safety by keeping these men away from “honest girls” and married women (Gibson 70). The law required brothels to eliminate gambling, and the serving of alcoholic beverages because they were both believed to attract thieves (Gibson 71). In the 1900s, women made up the majority of the poor and the largest percent of prostitutes were of the ages 21-25. If a woman was under 16, she was considered a minor and could not register to work in a brothel. Despite this, 36% of Italy’s prostitutes during this time were minors, as young as ten years old (Goodall 352). These girls were viewed as insensitive and defective. The Italian school believed in Lombroso’s theory that certain women were born to be prostitutes and it was in their systems from birth. He also felt that prostitution was the feminine side of criminality (Goodall 420).
By the 1950s, much of Italy wanted the abolition of prostitution. On February 20, 1958, all the brothels in Italy were closed down and an increase in laws came about to prevent further prostitution (Gibson 133). Despite these laws and the fear of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, there has been a rise in the number of prostitutes.
In the past, there were two types of women in Chinese society, the “good” and the “bad.” The good women were obligated to carrying out the family line and the bad women were those who met men’s need for sexual pleasure. Prostitutes have been mentioned throughout most of China’s written history. During the Shang Dynasty of 1523-1028 BC, prostitutes were employed by royalty and were called “Chang.” They were usually brought to the client by pimps, housed in brothels that were secure, and provided music, dancing, and dining. Chinese law supported these brothels for many centuries.
For a wealthy man, sex outside of marriage was not considered immoral, but for members of the lower social classes, extramarital sex was viewed as highly immoral. During the East Zhou dynasty (770-256 BC) the Lord of Qi created the nulu, which means “women?s house,” which is the earliest officially run brothel. It was intended for the unmarried men of the army. The women who were in these brothels were usually women who were serving jail sentences or whose husbands were in jail or exiled. They were called Ying ji. The Jia-ji, or domestic prostitutes, serviced the guests that stayed in their master’s home.
Around 1911, more prostitutes were provided by their parents, who were permitted to sell their children, or husbands who sold their wives. This was allowed because women were considered a family commodity that could be traded. In 1943 the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) set out to limit and control the prostitution business since it was a remnant of Nationalism. They discouraged visits to brothels by having visitors stamp “whore-patronizing inspection” on their ID cards or on their shirt collars. The Women’s Union began holding classes to educate the prostitutes and many of them stopped prostitution and returned to their towns and homes. This caused business to drop and brothels to shut down.
Today, prostitution in China is back on the rise as poor country women come to the city in search of better lives. Foreigners are also traveling to China to become prostitutes.
The Netherlands serves as a social laboratory for the West, a place where traditional taboos are shattered and new solutions are given a day in court (Allen 1).
Prostitution has been legal in Holland since the 19th century (Allen 6). Dutch brothels, much to the delight of sex workers in Holland, believe that legitimacy and regulation of the industry will yield more safety and standards for prostitutes. A new law, created in September of 2000, mandates that brothel owners have to pay taxes and obey work rules (Taylor 1).
A main feature contributing to the Netherlands liberal approach to both the sex industry and the drug trade, is the weakness of a leading critic, institutional Christianity (Allen 2). Public opinion regarding prostitution and government practices varies widely in Holland.Contrary to popular belief, prostitution remains personally repugnant to many (Allen 6). However, with divorce rates and rates of infection from STDs being comparable to the rest of Europe, it is difficult to argue that Holland’s experiment has been a disaster and a cause of societal erosion as certain critics have charged (Allen 7). It seems evident that the main consequence of prostitution?s legalization in Holland is the cleaner, safer and less violent conditions for the industry’s workers and the government’s enhanced revenue stream due to tax collection from the now regulated sector of the economy (Allen 6).
Finally, adding credence to the success of Holland’s experiment with the legalization of prostitution and brothels, even socially conservative, Puritan England is considering Dutch style reforms (80).
In all places in the U.S., prostitution is illegal, except in certain counties of Nevada. At the formation of the city of Las Vegas in 1905, prostitution was legal. The infamous Block 16 was known for prostitution and gambling.During World War II; the army threatened not to station troops there because of the many distractions that prostitution posed. This threat prompted a move to make prostitution illegal in the counties of Clark and Wash. The Nevada Statute, passed in 1971, makes prostitution illegal in counties with populations exceeding 250,000—thus making it illegal in Las Vegas and Reno. Nevertheless, counties can decide for themselves whether or not to legalize prostitution. The counties of Carson, Douglas, and Lincoln have opted to make it illegal. To the contrary, the counties of Storey and Lyon have enacted laws stating the legalization of it. Where it is allowed, there are many strict laws that govern its practice. Brothels are the only legal place where prostitutes can exchange sex for money. Streetwalking is illegal—meaning women are not permitted to be on the street soliciting potential customers. Prostitutes must be registered, get health check ups, and only conduct business out of a legal brothel. The “house” (brothel) has certain rules that dictate who is allowed in and when the women are able to leave. Additionally, protection must always be used, or the house could be closed by the state. Each brothel establishes a minimum for the services it provides, ranging from $60 to $300—these rates do not include vaginal sex. All money made by the women must be split 50/50 with the House. Besides regulating and ensuring the safety of the prostitute, legalization of prostitution has seen economic benefits. Between the registering fees (each are required to hold a card), property taxes, and brothel licensing fees, the economy of Nevada reaps about $10 million. The most money is made off of the tax on bar sales—most brothels have bars in them (Prostitution in Las Vegas).
Social background, parental relationships, and education are some of the suggested causes of prostitution. Some research suggests that many of the women that turn to prostitution do so in order to punish a parent for inadequate love or that instability as a child leads to the rejection of social norms. Of 40 women interviewed in Red Light, Blue Light: Prostitutes, Punters and the Police, none had schooling past the age of 16. Of these interviewed, there seemed to be a correlation between early sexual experience and prostitution. Most of this experience involved either rape or incest of some sort. There is no decisive evidence that family is a definite and influential factor regarding who takes a career in prostitution. Of 34 women who answered about their background, 16 said both parents were married, 15 came from divorced families, and 3 were orphans. 23 of the 40 confirmed that they were influenced by friends to become prostitutes, 10 claimed influence by family, while 7 said they were self-motivated. The research cannot pinpoint an exact factor that is the sole determinate of what causes women to choose prostitution as a career. What can be concluded is that “complex interactions of social, emotional, psychological, and economic factors” are contributors. (Sharpe 32).
There are some arguments against the legalization of prostitution. One of the most convincing is the stigma associated with working in the brothel. In Nevada, and the rest of the country where prostitution is illegal, the stigma associated with prostitution has serious effects of the women who choose it as their profession. Several studies showed that the incidence of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder was high. This is associated with two factors; first, most prostitutes have a history of childhood sexual and physical abuse. Second, physical and sexual violence often occurs in prostitution.
Another argument involving stigma is due to prostitution licenses. Licenses must be carried by each prostitute, leading to many possible social ramifications. If a woman chooses to pursue employment outside of the brothel, how does she prove she is not associated with prostitution? She is labeled. Also it is not realistic to say that the revenue gained from the legalization of prostitution would be considerable. Many would not want to work in the brothels, because of the stigma attached, therefore streetwalking would not be eradicated. Additionally, fees for services would rise considerably because compensation would have to be made for the added expenses of brothel fees, medical check ups, taxes, and national insurance. Another problem is where are brothels to be located? The Not In My Backyard attitude is a sure response by any member of the community.
Arguments to decriminalize are based on the idea that the act of “paying for sex” involves two consenting adults, and that it is a business transaction of sorts.Nevertheless, decriminalizing would not necessarily “destigmatize” (Sharpe 159). It would be impossible to lift all negative social and cultural references to the profession, regardless of whether it was legal or not. Other arguments include the cycle that occurs as a result of it being illegal. Prostitutes who are caught are fined and returned to the streets and then arrested again; they repeat this same cycle over and over. This continuing trend costs tax money.
The legalization of prostitution would result in safer working conditions for sex industry workers, a dramatically decreased incidence of the infection of sexually transmitted diseases, and less violence (Allen 6). All of these positive effects would be brought out through tighter government regulations and standards that would be vigorously enforced. In addition, through the payment of taxes on the part of the industry’s workers and clients, governments would relish the new revenue stream, which could be used for collective goods allocation, benefiting all of society. Legalization, contrary to popular belief, would not necessarily increase the rate of sex-on-demand. Legalized or not, the world’s oldest profession will continue to flourish. In light of this, legalization and government regulation would provide a safer, cleaner, less violent and financially stable atmosphere for prostitution. Due to the overwhelming evidence in support of legalization, we must contend that legalization of prostitution is a social experiment which should be embarked upon.
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I. Introduction - definitions of pornography
A. American Heritage Dictionary - “the presentation of sexually explicit material such as a picture, movie or book intended to arouse sexual excitement.”
B. Catholic Church - “pornography consists in removing real or simulated sexual acts from the intimacy of partners in order to display them deliberately to third parties.”
C. Erotica is not pornography
D. *Erotica is "sexuality which displays mutuality, respect, affection, and a balance of power" (from Our Sexuality by R. Crooks and K. Baur)
II. Role of Sex in Societies Throughout History
A. Kama Sutra (India)
1. to school couples in the art of lovemaking
2. to show different sexual positions
B. Rise of Christian Church in Middle Ages
1. Sex seen as sacred between husband and wife (deviant if otherwise)
2. Christian law became government law
3. Resulted in deviant sex acts (pornography)
4. Deviance of porn still engrained in our social psyche
III. Technological Developments Which Contributed to the Distribution of Pornography
A. Moveable metal type (1450 by Johannnes Gutenberg)
1. Ended Church’s monopoly on the written word
2. Brought literacy to the general public
3. Spread pornography to the masses
B. Photography (1800s)
1. In 19th century, Congress prohibited the mailing of obscenity
C. Railroad and automobile
1. Ended government control of shipping
2. Competed with USPS (postal service)
D. Private shipping companies
1. Lessened government control of shipping
E. Technological developments in the 20th Century
1. Television
2. VCR - people can watch videos in their homes
3. Personal computer
4. Internet - people can anonymously view porn at all hours
IV. Pornography on the Internet
A. Anyone with access can view pornography
B. Approx. 30,000 pornographic sites on the web (many more added each year)
C. Many public internet search engines refer users to private web sites to search for porn
D. Credit cards required on porn sites
1. For age verification
2. To charge an annual fee
E. Anonymous access
F. Porn-related web sites for nearly all fetishes
V. Porn Industry
A. Grown at an incredible rate in the last 50 years
1. Now seen as a profitable business opportunity
B. Playboy - created by Hugh Hefner in 1953
1. Brought pornography into the mainstream
2. Paved the way for more porn magazines
C. Multi-billion dollar industry that continues to expand
VI. Pornography and Obscenity
A. 1957 Supreme Court case Roth v. U.S.
1. Court ruled that obscenity is not protected under the First Amendment
2. Court developed an "obscenity test"
a. Whether the "average" person, applying contemporary community standards, the dominant theme is of a crudely sexual nature.
b. The material is "patently offensive" to the average adult.
c. The material is without any redeeming social value.
3. Critics of the "test"
a. Test is very subjective
b. These laws violate 14th Amendment (due process)
B. Feminist Scholars Andrea Dworkin and Catharine MacKinnon challenged 1st Amendment in 1984
1. Proposed an anti-pornography ordinance (cited porn as a civil rights violation) to the Minneapolis City Council (vetoed by the mayor and criticized for being too vague)
2. Indianapolis passed such an ordinance after Minneapolis rejected it, but the Supreme Court overturned it (free speech outweighed every argument)
VII. Pornography Across Societies
A. What is considered deviant is different for each society
B. Europe
1. More sexually open than the U.S.
2. Euro porn usually "no-frills"
a. Theatrics, plot, etc. only in U.S. until recently
3. From largest hard-core market to smallest: Germany, France, Spain, Eastern European Territories
C. Japan
1. Illegal to show pubic hair and adult genitals
a. Adopted this law post-WWII (emulating American policy at the time)
b. U.S. has drastically altered its obscenity laws, but Japan remains mostly the same
2. Themes of bondage and rape common (in film and novels)
a. Juxtaposition of sexuality and aggression occurs in nearly all forms of Japanese sexual material
b. Possibly due to the repressed society (control their emotions, including sexual frustration and aggression)
VIII. Conclusion
A. All deviance, including pornography, necessary to ensure stability of society
1. Rules must be set for citizens to break (reaffirms society's standards of acceptable behavior)
B. In most American pornography there are only consenting adults
C. Making porn illegal would ensure its increase (like Prohibition)
D. 
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I. Introduction to Serial Killers
A. Definition: a series of murders when one or more individuals commits a second/subsequent murder; is relationshipless; is at different time and had no connection to the initial murder; and is usually committed in a different geographic location
B. Types of serial murder
1. visionary motive type - considered insane or psychotic; often hear voices in their head telling them to commit the crime; may also see visions
2. mission-oriented type - displays no psychosis to the outside world, while on the inside the killer has a need to rid the outside world of what he considers immoral or unworthy; will select a certain group of individuals to kill (prostitutes, young women, gay men, etc.)
3. thrilled-oriented type - is in it for the fun; gets a high from killing; very sadistic and kills for excitement
4. lust killer - sexual killer; kills for the pure turn-on; amount of pleasure the killer derives depends on how much they torture their victim; more heinous the torture, the more aroused they become
II. History
A. U.S. history
1. Top 10 serial killers (in terms of # of kills), only 1 from the U.S.
2. First American serial killers: Harp Brothers in 1775
3. At any given time, there are 35 to 50 active serial killers
B. Cross-cultural
1. Serial killing takes place in all areas of the world
2. Number 1 serial killer (in terms of # of kills) was from South America
3. England: Dr. Harold Shipman, Jack the Ripper
4. Russia: Andrei Chikatilo (Citizen X), Nikolai Dzhurmongaliev
III. Deviance of Serial Killing
A. Societal view
1. legal - murder is against the law in all societies (mala in se)
2. social - killing goes against social norms; creates chaos and disorder
3. moral/religious - murder is a sin; morally unacceptable
B. Individual view
1. Psychological profile of serial killers
a. Usually a minimum of three to four victims, with a “cooling off” period in between
b. Killer is usually male (although some famous female serial killers)
c. Most common traits: white, age 25 to 35, average to high intelligence
d. Stranger to victim (murders appear to be unconnected/random)
e. Reflect a need to sadistically dominate victim
f. Rarely for profit/financial gain; motive is psychological, not material
g. Victim may have “symbolic” value for killer; method of killing may reveal this meaning
h. Tend to choose victims who are vulnerable (prostitutes, runaways, etc.)
i. Violent fantasy is present in 56% of serial killers
j. Three major childhood characteristics: bedwetting, fire starting, animal torture
2. victims of serial killing
a. Choose victims that are weaker than themselves
b. Victims will fit a certain stereotype which has a symbolic meaning for the killer
c. Objectify and humiliate their victims
d. Tend to keep interaction with victim to a minimum (if they get to know them too well, begin to see them as real people - harder to carry out murders)
e. Most killers are sadists - seeking perverse pleasure in torturing victim, even resuscitating them at brink of death, so they can continue the torture
f. Killers feel need to dominate, control, and “own” victim (when the victim dies, they are abandoned again, left alone with unfathomable rage and self-hatred - continue to capture and kill others to feel in control)
3. Socio-economic factors
a. Homicidal Protest theory (Leyton)- some persons, when faced with challenges to their position in the social hierarchy react to those challenges through the protest of killing members of the threatening group
b. Focuses on society rather than individual reasons for serial killing
c. Current classifications of serial killers is good for detection, but not for understanding (sociological understanding is limited); need to understand societal context as well
d. Look beyond individual to society and, in particular, the social structures in which he/she lives
C. Positivist Theories of Deviance (to explain serial killing)
1. Control Theory
a. Deviance is caused by absence of social control
b. Looks at what causes conformity (rather than what causes deviance itself)
2. Social Bond and Self-Control
a. Travis Hirschi
b. Strong social bond to society ensures our conformity
c. Four ways to bond yourself to society:
1. attachment to conventional people and institutions
2. commitment to conformity
3. involvement in conventional activities
4. belief in moral validity of social rules
d. Weak self-control (which results from poor socialization) is useful in explaining deviance
e. People with weak self-control are likely to commit deviant acts whether social bond is strong or weak
3. Majority of serial killers were abused and/or neglected as children, therefore resulting in poor socialization
4. Serial killers have weak self-control, as well as weak social bond to society, which causes their deviant behavior
IV. Serial Killers in the Media
A. Serial killing is exploited in the media, especially from the 1970s on
B. Killers are incorporated into heroes and even “celebrated” members of society for reaching the pinnacle of success in their field
C. Two major impacts: glorification as resulted in more killings; and serial killers have profited off movies/TV shows made about them
D. Basic characteristics portrayed through media
1. Male sexual violence
2. Set in white neighborhoods/suburbia
3. Emphasizes anticipation, suspense
4. Shows mostly female victims
5. Detective actively pursue leads (over-glamorizes pursuit of chase)
E. Movies such as “Silence of the Lambs,” “Seven,” and “Copycat” seem to fascinate the public instead of repulse and horrify them
F. Effect of media on children
1. Subjected to these immoral murders through TV, movies, magazines and other media (portray killers as “idols”)
2. Serial killer trading cards, which highlight such infamous criminals as Jeffrey Dahmer and Charles Manson, have been published and sold for $10/pack
3. Comic books are read and T-shirts are worn with false sense of pride, mocking and trivializing the memory of each slain victim
G. American public is fascinated with serial killing, murder and violence; perhaps because we no longer have public executions, so instead rely on horror films and sensational media reports
H. Society awards recognition and fame to someone who possesses value - now serial killers are garnering massive amounts of media coverage (books, TV, movies); some even have received fan mail from women wanting to date them
I. Media is a business and they want what sells, murder; serial killers are tragic, dramatic, the footage looks good
J. Serial killers are typically ignored in life, so when they do commit a string of deviant acts, they want to get caught so they finally receive attention
K. Natural Born Killers lawsuit
1. After watching this movie, a teen couple (18 year olds Sarah Edmondson and boyfriend, Benjamin Darras) decide to imitate it; shot and paralyzed store clerk in Louisiana, killed cotton gin manager in Mississippi (March 1995)
2. Family sues Time Warner and Oliver Stone, claiming that they were responsible for the kids? actions by "distributing a film which they knew or should have known would cause and inspire people to commit crimes”
3. To win case, must prove that the movie was a contributing factor
4. Those who would, for profit or other motive, intentionally assist and encourage crime and then shamelessly seek refuge in sanctuary of First Amendment should be held responsible for consequences
5. Plaintiffs feel that director, Stone, should at feel a twinge of conscience that his work found such a ready home in the fervid imaginations on murderers-in-waiting
6. Lawsuit overturned in 1997 in Louisiana State Supreme Court on First Amendment grounds
7. In March, 1999 U.S. Supreme Court ruled to let the lawsuit stand (however, the lawsuit was later thrown out when it went to trial in Louisiana)
8. More than 100 copycat homicides have been linked to Natural Born Killers since its 1994 release
V. Conclusion
A. Serial killing is deviant in society and should, therefore, be outlawed
B. Due to the negative impact of the media’s portrayal of these killers, profiting off of such movies should also be outlawed (for those in show business as well as the killers themselves) in all new societies
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